
Week's U.S. Battle Losses 

Are Highest in Two Months 


SAIGON, Dec. 5 (AP)— A 
steady increase in fighting in 
South Vietnam last week sent 
American battle deaths to the 
highest level in two months, 
the U.S. Command reported 
Thursday. 

This brought U.S. battle 
deaths in November, the first 
month of the bombing halt in 
North Vietnam, to 681, or 27 
per cent higher than the 536 
who died in October. 

Although there were no 
major battles in the week 
ended Saturday, scores of 
small-unit clashes left 228 
Americans killed and 1094 
wounded, the Command said 
This compared with 160 killed 
and 1432 wounded the previous 
week. 

South Vietnam reported 
slightly fewer casualties com- 
pared with the week before. 

A total of 2689 enemy sol- 
diers were killed last week. In 
Previous week, the enemy 
dead were put at 2175, but this ’ 
was raised later to 2706. ( 

A U.S. spokesman said a step- 
up in American attacks , 
■against enemy concentrations 1 
along the Cambodian border 1 
north of Saigon accounted in < 
part for last week’s increase in i 
American casualties. 

ys. B-52 bombers kept up c 
their raids on enemy bases 
and infiltration roiites along ( 
the borders of Cambodia and 1 
Laos. Thirty of the eight-en- < 
gme bombers dropped 900 
tons of explosives Wednesday ' 
and Thursday. 

In the north, U.S. Marines, 
on Operation Meade River 15 
miles south of Danang, re- 
ported killing 462 enemy 
troops, capturing 73 and ap- 
prehending 73 others believed 


< 


to be Vietcong officials operat- 
ing in hamlets and villages. 
Marine casualties were esti- 
mated at about 50 killed in the 
two weeks the operation has 
been going on. 

[The cost of living in South 
Vietnam has risen 32 per cent 


this year, economic sources 
said today. UPI reported that 
the sources said, however, 
they were not discouraged and 
that the South Vietnamese 
economy seemed able to with- 
stand enormous inflationary 
pressures “remarkably well.' 


Following are allied and 'Communist casualties for the 
last two seven-day reporting periods: 

DEAD WOUNDED 

TT _ Nov. 30 Nov. 23 Nov. 30 Nov. 16 

b ’ ' ; 228 160 1094 1432 

S. Vietnamese .233 246 789 902 

* Communist 2689 2706# 

*U.S. Command’s figure. 

# Revised upwards . . 1 Not available. 



